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LETTERS to the editor

ISLAND

VOICES

“My mother told me when I was six years old that I had old-man wrinkled 
hands — but they’re not small!”
PATRICK CASSIDY, ACTOR, ON STEPPING INTO GEEZERS ROLE

QUOTE 
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phone 250-537-9933. All submissions may be edited for brevity, legality and taste.  Writers are asked to provide a telephone 
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BY GARY HOLMAN
As both the Islands Trust Policy 

Statement and Salt Spring’s own 
official community plan (OCP) are 
being reviewed, a conventional wis-
dom is being promoted that these 
fundamental planning documents 
are obstacles to affordable work-
force housing, protecting rural life-
styles and agriculture. 

Eric March’s recent article in the 
Driftwood exemplifies this rhetori-
cal arm waving that ignores existing 
land use policies already support-
ing such important values, with-
out offering specifics about what 
changes are necessary. “Everything 
is broken, vote for change” – sound 
familiar as a political strategy?

Trust policy and OCP direction 
to locate affordable housing in or 
near villages or transit service to 
minimize impacts on agricultural 
and environmental values is not just 
rhetoric. Over 140 units of afford-
able rental housing of all types have 
been constructed in and around 
Ganges over the past several years. 

A significant proportion of these 
units are rented by workers, but 
also by other community members 
needing secure, affordable hous-
ing. Hundreds of properties have 
also been rezoned recently, allow-
ing suites or cottages, including on 
Agricultural Land Reserve land to 
support farmers — all consistent 
with Trust policy and our OCP. 

My “celebration” of this progress 
does not obviate the need to do 
more. We need to continue our 
focus on projects and properties 
such as the Gulf Islands Seniors 
Residence Association’s Kings Lane, 
the CRD’s Drake Road and IWAV’s 
Norton Road (altogether represent-
ing at least 125 additional units of 
affordable rental housing), incen-
tivizing affordable suite rentals, 
providing community water and 
sewer, and securing funding part-
nerships. Those clamouring for 
vaguely defined land use changes 
seem offended by any acknowl-
edgment of progress, perhaps 

because it contradicts the narrative 
that our land use policies are the 
problem — a narrative also conve-
niently ignoring the housing crisis in 
many other non-Trust communities.

We should also be clear that nei-
ther the current OCP or Trust Policy 
Statement mandate a hard popula-
tion cap. Salt Spring’s OCP policy 
B.2.1.2.1 explicitly supports upzon-
ing, but only for affordable housing 
insulated by housing agreements 
from inexorable market pressures, 
or to achieve other objectives of the 
plan (land donations for The Root 
and Burgoyne Community Farm 
are examples of such amenity zon-
ing provisions). On a Trust island, 
eliminating or watering down such 
important policies could open the 
door to for-profit, market housing 
taking up our very limited water, 
sewage treatment and transporta-
tion capacity without addressing 

housing affordability or other com-
munity objectives. 

Another example of OCP mis-
information is that the definition 
of affordability is too stringent. In 
fact, the definition allows for low 
end of market housing permitting 
family incomes of over $110,000 
and is actually less restrictive than 
requirements of BC Housing, the 
main affordable housing funder on 
Salt Spring.    

The OCP also prohibits short-term 
vacation rentals that are not owner 
or permanent renter occupied. The 
Trust has opted in to provincial leg-
islation that will help enforce these 
rules, but it would be helpful if the 
Trust were to join the CRD in advo-
cating for inclusion of Salt Spring in 
the Speculation and Vacancy Tax.   

In short, Salt Spring’s current OCP 
and Trust Policy Statement are not 
constraints on affordable hous-
ing of all kinds, including worker 
housing, and the OCP affordabil-
ity definition still allows for low 

end of market units (as with Crof-
tonbrook, Salt Spring Commons, 
and the former Seabreeze Inne). 
Our OCP also includes a number of 
policies requiring location of new 
development in or near villages or 
transit service, preventing sprawl 
that gobbles up rural, agricultural 
and drinking watershed lands, and 
sensitive ecosystems. 

Those urging land use changes 
aren’t acknowledging existing 
policies that already support the 
very objectives they are advocat-
ing. I urge the Trust to provide such 
information, but the question is 
still begged: If the OCP already sup-
ports a wide range of affordable 
and low end of market housing, 
and strikes a reasonable balance 
between housing development and 
environmental protection, what 
exactly needs to change and why?

The writer is the Salt Spring Island 
electoral area director to the Capital 
Regional District. 

Need for housing-related OCP changes questioned by CRD director

Dangerous 
planning blueprint 
for Islands Trust

Friends of the Gulf Islands Society wishes 
to express our deep concern regarding the 
inadequate community consultation process 
currently underway for the review of Salt 
Spring Island’s Official Community Plan (OCP).

To begin with, it appears to be a signifi-
cant misuse of Islands Trust resources to 
initiate an OCP review while the Trust Policy 
Statement (TPS) is also under review. The 
TPS is the foundational document of the 
Islands Trust, establishing the minimum stan-
dards for all OCPs and other land use bylaws 
across the Trust area. How can an OCP be 
effectively reviewed and redrafted without 
first understanding the requirements of the 
revised TPS?

We understand that no in-person com-
munity meetings have been held as part of 
the consultation. Instead, input is being col-
lected via a poorly designed survey and by 
consultants approaching individuals in gro-
cery stores and other public locations. These 
methods do not allow for meaningful com-
munity engagement, such as being told the 
benefits and drawbacks of various policies, 
the opportunity to participate in discussions, 
or learn from fellow residents.

We are particularly concerned that this 
flawed process may be presented as a 
“model” for OCP reviews on other islands 
— especially troubling given that one of 
Salt Spring’s trustees driving this process also 
serves as chair of the Islands Trust Council 
and chair of the Executive Committee.

Salt Spring, with the largest population 
among the Trust islands and a range of com-

plex land use challenges, deserves a more 
robust and transparent public consultation 
process.

JENNIFER MARGISON, 
CHAIR,
FRIENDS OF THE GULF ISLANDS SOCIETY

Taxes part of social 
contract

Nobody likes to pay taxes. We all have a 
better idea of what they should or should not 
be spent on. 

And if we are given the opportunity to save 
a few dollars on yard work, construction or 
repairs by paying “cash” under the table to 
someone, without any record (receipt), what’s 
the harm? We gain, they gain.  

But that’s not the real story here. When we 
pay tax, we are making a social contract with 
the government. I pay, you supply the ser-
vices for all . . . our hospitals, medical services, 
roads, schools and education, libraries, parks, 
support for many people in need, protection 
of our food and drugs, etc. And if you decide 
not to support these universal services by 
deciding to save a few bucks for yourself and 
allowing the service provider or worker to 
avoid the taxes, you are assuming everyone 
else is willing to support you both. Actually, 
we are NOT happy with your compliance in 
enabling this. It is morally, ethically and legally 
wrong.  

Another point to make is that you have 
no assurance that this person will be there if 
something goes wrong. If the construction 
is faulty or made with substandard materi-
als or if someone is hurt because of this, the 
insurance will not be paid without a receipt 
showing you paid for the service, materials 
or labour. Without some form of proof, you 
have no guarantee. A reputable company or 

individual will give you an official receipt of 
service. Insist on one that shows the company 
or service clearly, with where to go if prob-
lems come up.

A social contract is how our community and 
society works. There is no free lunch.

MELYNDA OKULITCH,
SALT SPRING

Heartwood House 
welcomed

Salt Spring trustee Laura Patrick intended 
to read the following statement at the Oct. 20 
open house event for Heartwood House, but 
was unable to attend due to family matters. 

I want to express my heartfelt thanks to the 
Lady Minto Hospital Foundation board and 
the many volunteers whose herculean efforts 
have helped turn this unique opportunity into 
a reality.

If it’s any consolation, countless island orga-
nizations working to deliver much-needed 
housing have faced similarly long and difficult 
journeys — often spanning decades.

At times, when our ferries are filled with 
contractor vehicles and equipment des-
tined for private homes — many built for 
an increasing number of retirees — it’s hard 
to understand why housing for a healthy, 
diverse island community remains so difficult 
to produce. That includes homes for health-
care workers, teachers, farmers, retail staff, 
and others essential to the island’s well-being.

It should not be this hard, take this long, 
or cost this much to provide housing for our 
workforce. Without a clear, coordinated 
housing strategy, every project will continue 
to face unnecessary barriers.

The Local Trust Committee is currently 
reviewing our community’s policies and reg-
ulations with the goal of expanding equi-
table housing options, responding to climate 
change and strengthening relationships with 
First Nations.

You are invited to be part of this work — 
your voice matters. Together, we can help 
ensure the policies we adopt truly support the 
housing our island needs to thrive.

LAURA PATRICK,
SALT SPRING ISLANDS TRUST TRUSTEE

Free speech can be 
hurtful

I can only assume that your paper was short 
on Viewpoint submissions last week.

Why would we need to have more about 
that Kirk guy in the U.S.A. — Charlie Kirk to 
be exact — invade our space?

Izadaura Godchild praises this guy who 
held opinions about women, abortion and 
gay rights that many of us can only deem as 
violent. I don’t believe he listened to students. 
He bullied them from his podium. He took 
the Students for Trump into his organization 
Turning Point, gaining the generous funding 
from it.

No, I don’t agree with shooting someone 
for their opinion, even if it is a dangerous 
one, endangering to youth and citizens who 
fought back long and hard to achieve basic 
human rights. 

Free speech can be very hurtful, Izadaura.
MYNA LEE JOHNSTONE,
SALT SPRING
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